
Parties of Note are completely underwritten by the host(s) with 100% of the proceeds 
going to the League.  This season we enjoyed a “Best in the Midwest” Pop-Up Party, an 
afternoon soiree with Damon Coleman, TSO Cellist, and a Proper Tea at Carranor Hunt 
and Polo Club. 
The Luck O’ the Irish Party featured a Jiggs Dinner with a brew, a silent auction, a dec-
adent dessert bar, raffle baskets and the Irish band Toraigh an Sonas. 
Leaguers Who Lunch celebrated its second year where Leaguers got together five times at five diverse eateries to 
catch-up with one another over lunch.  It looks to become a League favorite. 
The Rite of Spring was our second major fundraiser. Chair Patricia Rentner and her committee arranged a wonderful 
luncheon with 29 vendors, raffle baskets, Lunches in the Garden, the Flour Garden, garden flowers, a flower pull, a wine 
pull and flute duets for entertainment. 
Education awarded scholarships; ushered the Chamber Series and Young People ’s Concerts; assisted with TSO educa-
tional programs; and oversaw the Young Artists Competition and TSYO auditions for our budding musicians.  
The Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast celebrated all who volunteered to make the work of the League possible.  Jettie 
Sansbury orchestrated a wonderful breakfast at Stone Oak Country Club to show our undying appreciation for our TSL 
volunteers. 
Closing Luncheon will be the presentation of our final installment on our $20,000 pledge to the TSO; medallions to this 
year’s awardees and Summer Study Grants to TSO musicians.  The installation of incoming officers of the League will 
mark the end of the 2017-2018 TSL Season and the beginning of the 2018-2019 Season.  
 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the past two years as President of the Toledo Symphony League.  I have 
met many wonderful people and worked with ladies whose dedication is surpassed by none.  Please know that your sup-
port of the Toledo Symphony Orchestra is both vital and immeasurable. The League’s future is bright.  Keep calm and 
volunteer on! 
 

Thank you all so much, 

Cathy Fifer 
TSL President 

The League has had a very successful fundraising and fun-raising year! 
 

The Retreat was at Heather Downs Country Club.  We entered uncharted waters and 
embarked on a new organizational structure for the TSL. 
Opening Luncheon saw the presentation of Crescendo status to Kim Kearns and Cathy 
Fifer.  Dr. Jeff Manchur, TSL Summer Study Grant awardee and pianist, was our guest 
speaker. 
Tune In Tuesday featured lunch with this season’s presenters Zak Vassar, President and 
CEO of the TSO, Storm Large, TSO Vocal Guest Artist and Alain Trudel, TSO Music Director.   
The Musicians Survival Bags were assembled after the November General Board 
Meeting by TSL members.  The bags were very well-received by TSO members. 
The Holiday Market was our first major fundraiser.  Chair Marcia Helman along with her 
committee members made this a festive event with a champagne auction, the Holiday 
Pantry, a gift card tree, letters to Santa, Comfort Catering and, of course, raffle baskets. 
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TSL MISSION STATEMENT 

The Mission of the Toledo Symphony 

League is to provide financial, educational 

and volunteer support to the Toledo Sym-

phony Orchestra so that it may provide 

quality musical performances for the  

entire community.  

Toledo Symphony League’s Remembrance 
Fund Scholarship 

Annual Report 
 

The Toledo Symphony Youth Orchestra auditions were held 
March 10 and 11, 2018. Seventy two (72) TSYO members au-
ditioned on those 2 days. The three (3) judges were from 
BGSU College of Music .  

 

League members who helped with the auditions are Dorothy 
Bonser, Dorothy Coats, Kathy Scheer, Cathy Tolbert and Beth 
Williams. The Remembrance Fund Committee with Susan Lang 
(TSL, Treasurer) met to decide the amount of each scholarship 
to the 52 winners.  The money from Key Bank amounts to 
$14,900.00.  The scholarships will be given on April 30, 2018, 
at the TSYO Pops Concert at Maumee High School’s Fine Arts 
Center. 

 

The winners names will be published in the 2018- 19 Pink 
Book. I am very appreciative of the work of the Remembrance 
Fund Committee: Dorothy Bonser, Dorothy Coats, Cathy Tol-
bert, and new member Beth Williams. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet G. Keener 

Remembrance Fund Scholarship Chairperson 

TSL Remembrance 

Fund Donor List 

Dorothy and William Bonser 
Dorothy Coats 
Stephen Dolley 

Linda Gilbert 
Janet Keener 

Dr. Sandra Laas 
Pamela Pilz 

Marvin and Kathy Scheer 
Cathy Tolbert 
Marlene Uhler 

Beverly Zielinski 
 

This list covers  
July, 2017 to March, 2018. 
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Toledo Symphony Youth Orchestra 
Annual Report 

Dorothy Coats, Youth Orchestras Manager 

Two hundred students from many public, private and parochial schools in Ohio and southeastern 
Michigan, as well as several Home School students, were members of the three 2017 – 2018 Toledo 
Symphony Youth Orchestras. 

Wasim Hawary (Orchestra Director at Maumee City Schools) continued as Artistic Director of the 
Orchestras and Conductor of the Philharmonic Orchestra. Patrick Barrett (Orchestra Director at Per-
rysburg Junior High School) conducted the Symphonic and Concert String Orchestras. 

An informational meeting for all members and parents was held on August 28, where it was also  an-
nounced that the Concert String Orchestra had been chosen from over 100 other groups to perform 
during the February Ohio Music Educators Association Conference in Columbus, Ohio. 

Monday evening rehearsals at Perrysburg Junior High School continued throughout the school year. 
Remaining under the umbrella of the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, TSO bassoonist, Joan Weiler, con-
tinued as Youth Orchestras  Coordinator, executing the many management responsibilities and 
attending all rehearsals and concerts. Volunteer, Dorothy Coats attended rehearsals and concerts, 
scheduled and supervised various auditions and assisted where needed. She also acted as liaison to 
the Toledo Symphony League.  

Regular sectional rehearsals with members of the TSO continued as part of the TSYO experience as 
well as free and reduced price tickets for TSO concerts. The November 17th Classics Concert was des-
ignated TSYO NIGHT AT THE TSO. 

Four very well attended concerts were presented during the season; three, which included a Side by 
Side Concert with the Toledo Symphony, were held at the Toledo Museum of Art Peristyle. This sea-
sons Side By Side program did not include soloists, which allowed time for more interaction among 
the TSYO and TSO musicians.  

Four TSYO Solo Competition winners performed in Pre Concert Recitals; two in November and two in 
February. Two runners up performed in the lobby of the TMA Peristyle prior the TSO Classics Concert 
on March 23, 2018. 

Highlighted during  the February Concert was the Philharmonic Orchestras world premier perfor-
mance of Gleaming Tide, by senior and Principal French Horn of that orchestra, Will  Rand; who dedi-
cated the composition to Dorothy Coats in recognition of her “many years of faithful devotion to the 
Youth Orchestra program”. 

The Gala Pops Concert on April 30th at the Maumee High School Performing Arts Center brought the 
season to a rousing close. During the concert fifty-two orchestra members received Toledo Sympho-
ny League Remembrance Scholarship Fund  awards totaling nearly $15,000.  

Newly formed this season by some members of the TSYO, the TSYQ (QUARTET) AND FRIENDS ( all 
members of TSYO) performed in the lobby prior to the Pops Concert. 

Twenty-six orchestra members graduated this year.  

Solo Competition auditions were October 29, 2017. Online ((http://sites.google.com/site/thetsyo) 
membership registration for the 2017-2018 season was very successful. Auditions were held on May 
2, 3 and 4, 2017. 

SEE THE MONTHLY “SCORE” ARTICLES FOR DETAILED INFORMATION OF THE ACTIVITIES, INVOLVE-
MENTS AND CONCERT PROGRAMS OF THE THREE ORCHESTRAS AND THEIR MEMBERS.  
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Toledo Blade Chamber Series 
Annual Report 

Ann Lieder, Chamber Series Usher Chairman  
 

It has become a tradition for Symphony League 
members to. volunteer as door hostesses for the 
Blade Chamber Series which performs four times a 
year at the historic Toledo Club on Sunday eve-
nings.  TSO office staff appreciate the efforts of our 
leaguers passing out programs, taking tickets and 
helping patrons locate their seats.   
 
Kudos to League members; Faye Fenwick, Jettie 
Sansbury, Dorothy Bonser, Marcia Helman, Claudia 
Trombla, Wanda Anderson, Judi Breese, Susan 
Hirsch, Valerie McVicker, Sandra Laas, and Kristine 
Martin. 
 
Attending a TSO Chamber Concert can be a unique 
listening experience at the The Toledo Club.  The 
ambience of this historic building  projects an aura of 
a bygone era  resembling a European Manor House. 
The TSO Chamber Series gives musicians an oppor-
tunity to showcase their individual talent.  It is an up
-close-intimate listening experience between the 
small group ensemble performing and the audi-
ence.  Chamber music is unique and more person-
al  unlike performances heard in larger concert 
halls.  
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In Memoriam 
Mrs. Richard O. (Zakie) Dulbs 

June 2017 

Ms. Fran Darcy 

August 10, 2017 

Ms. Anna Marie Bolden 

February 2018 

Musician Survival Bags 
Annual Report 

Beth Williams, Chairman  
 
Seventy-five (75) musician holiday survival bags were distribut-

ed by Helen Patton and Beth Williams to Toledo Symphony 

Orchestra musicians and staff on November 29th at St. Joseph 

Catholic Church.  A letter thanking the musicians for their dedi-

cation and sacrifice during the holidays was enclosed which 

recognized by name the TSL members who supported this 

project through their monetary donation, items for the bags, 

and/or time to pack the bags.  We received monetary dona-

tions from seventeen (17) TSL members, and items for the 

bags from twelve (12) TSL members.  The bags were assem-

bled with goodies after the General Board Meeting on Novem-

ber 16, 2017.   



New Member Onboarding 
Barbara Brown 

Chairman 
 
The Toledo Symphony League welcomed nine members in our 
NEW MEMBER ONBOARDING program in the 2017/2018 fiscal 
year. 
 
New members who were welcomed are Erin Heilmeier, Kris-
tine Martin, Sherry L Riffer, Valerie McVicker, Patricia Rent-
ner, Shirley Bradenbeck, Carol A. Husum, Sherry L. 
Seiler, and Mary Ann Heinrichs. 
 
The onboarding process includes personal handwritten notes, 
emails, explanation of the League activities, encouragement to 
become a volunteer for or supporter of events, explantion of 
the Pink Book, and encouragement to enjoy all the League has 
to offer in the way of roads to support of the Toledo Symphony 
and the forming of new friendships. 
 
New members participated in or chaired activities in many 
forms this past year. Nice job, Ladies. 

 
Welcome Onboard! 
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Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
Annual Report 

Jetty Sansbury, Chairman  
 

Greeting members of TSL!!!   2018 marks anoth-
er year of gratitude as we continue our tradition 
of Toledo Symphony League honoring members 
who give countless hours of their time volun-
teering and/or chairing projects.   The League 
appreciates the talents, efforts and skills of all 
the volunteers who work many hours to accom-
plish the mission of the League and to make our 
projects and programs successful.   

This year, the Volunteer Breakfast was held at 
Stone Oak Country Club in Holland, Ohio.   More 
than forty -four (44) members of the league 
attended the breakfast, socialized and enjoyed 
the activities and beautiful view.  We thank the 
volunteers for their tireless energy to make the 
organization a viable entity for our Community. 

Tune In Tuesday 
Annual Report 

Dorothy Bonser & Sandra Laas, Chairwomen  
 

The three Tune in Tuesdays this season were held at the To-
ledo Country Club and had a total number of 163 registered 
TSL members and guests. It was rewarding to see increased 
numbers in attendance, especially that of new League, Tole-
do Symphony Orchestra, and Opera Guild members.  It was 
also a pleasure to welcome those who have loyally attended 
the event over the past several years at Mancy's Italian Res-
taurant, Brandywine, and TCC.  Guest speakers welcomed 
this year were Zak Vassar, President and CEO of the Toledo 
Symphony Orchestra, October 27; Storm Large, musician, 
actress, author, and playwright, February 22; and Alain Tru-
del, the TSO's new Music Director, March  20.           

We thank those who helped make the event successful:  Ju-
dith Helm, Helen Patton, Janet Spencer, and Beth Williams 
and those who were in charge of the raffles: Beth Bowman, 
Cathy Fifer, and Kathy Scheer.   

You will be happy to know that Mary Beaber and Barbara 
Bettinger have teamed up to bring us a new year of Tune in 
Tuesdays--fun, education, collegiality, fine dining, and inter-
esting programming.    


